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KATHARINE LEE REID TO RETIRE AS DIRECTOR 
OF CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 
Will stay through naming of successor to ensure orderly transition 
Museum Operations, Building Project Plans Continue 


CLEVELAND (Feb. 2, 2005) — Katharine Lee Reid, who as director of the Cleveland Museum of Art 
(CMA) for the past five years has helped to change the way people in the community connect with art and 
has shaped a multiyear renovation and expansion program, Tuesday announced her intention to retire by the 
end of this year. 

“Having worked hard to bring this institution to the next step in its evolution, the timing was right to 
make this difficult decision, which is based in large part on personal and family considerations,” Reid, 63, 
said, noting that she and her husband, Bryan, 79, will retire to North Carolina. 

Reid became director in March 2000 after having served as director of the Virginia Museum of Fine 
Arts since 1991. She has set no timetable for her departure and will continue to lead the Museum, the 
building project and the capital campaign, now in its silent phase, until her successor is named. 

“T am extremely proud of what I have been able to accomplish on behalf of this magnificent 
Museum, which has been a beloved part of my life not only as a professional but since childhood,” said Reid. 
“T am particularly proud of the work my team and I have completed to ensure that the Museum is absolutely 
prepared to launch the building project. 

“However,” Reid added, “as we enter a lengthy and complex renovation and expansion process, it is 
critical to have long-term continuity of administrative and artistic leadership. Accordingly, I believe it is 
appropriate that the Museum begin the search for the next director now, someone who will lead this 
institution and the community through longer-term aspects of project and beyond.” 

James T. Bartlett, president of the Museum’s Board of Trustees said, “Katharine has been a driving 
force in the advancement of the Museum’s building project and capital campaign. Her focus and diligence 
have ensured that we are poised and ready to move ahead, capitalizing on the significant momentum gained 


under her leadership. 


(more) 
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“The timing of her decision,” Bartlett noted, “is indicative of her usual high standard of 
responsibility. The Museum’s Board will now have ample time to retain a new director without sustaining 
gaps in leadership in the project or daily operations.” 

“Katharine has worked tirelessly for the past five years to reaffirm the Museum’s stature in the art 
world and its unique standing as the city’s creative centerpiece,” he added. “Her leadership has helped to 
assure the Museum’s ability to bring the joy of art to future generations. We thank her for tremendous 
dedication and her passion for art and this institution.” 

Bartlett said the Museum will immediately begin a national search for Reid’s successor. 

“Completion of the renovation and expansion program extends beyond Katharine’s desired tenure as 
director and she felt that her eventual successor should have the opportunity to make a meaningful imprint on 
the project,” Bartlett said. “We are very pleased that she has agreed to work with us to ensure a smooth 
transition.” 

When completed, the Museum’s capital project will be the largest cultural project in the city’s 
history. Not only will it change the physical landscape of the city’s cultural district, but it also will 
dramatically impact its cultural, educational and economic landscape. With visionary design by renowned 
architect Raphael Vifioly, the project will transform the physical layout of the Museum, opening convenient 
pathways to many of the world’s greatest works of art, putting more of its collection on view and providing 
improved amenities. Signature features will include a soaring, glass—enclosed piazza and a Lifelong 


Learning Center to bring contextual learning, information and interaction to visitors of all ages. 


Elevating stature of collection, reaching out to community 
Widely regarded as one of the nation’s leading museum professionals, Reid has been instrumental in 


elevating the stature of the Museum’s collection of paintings, sculpture, drawings, prints, textiles and other 
works, with an emphasis on reinforcing its commitment to modern masterpieces and contemporary art. 
Notable acquisitions include: The Dream (1931, oil on canvas) by Salvador Dali (Spanish, 1904-1989); 
Celebration (1960, oil on canvas) by Lee Krasner (American, 1908-1984); Gamin (c. 1929-30, hand— 
painted plaster) by Augusta Savage (1892-1962); Boston Harbor (c. 1846-47, oil on canvas) by Fitz Hugh 
Lane (American, 1804-1865); and Catal Huyuk (level VI B) Shrine VI B.1 (2001, aluminum pipe and cast 
aluminum) by Frank Stella (American, 1936); along with a significant late Shang Dynasty Chinese bronze; 
Olmec and Mayan Pre-Columbian works and African masterpieces from the Luba, Congo and other peoples. 
Another notable, more recent acquisition is a rare, life-size ancient bronze sculpture of Apollo Sauroktonos 
(probably 350-275 BC; possibly 275-330 AD, bronze, copper and stone inlay, attributed to Praxiteles (400 
BC — 330 BC), which has been described by a noted scholar as “...by far the most important work of 


Classical sculpture to come to light and be acquired by a North American art museum since World War II.” 


(more) 
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Reid has also expanded the Museum’s education programs and fostered greater understanding 
among people by actively reaching out to diverse segments of the local community. For example, she was 
instrumental in bringing to a new level of involvement the Museum’s Convening the Community Advisory 
Council, comprised of local Asians, Eastern Indians, African—Americans, Eastern Europeans, Latinos and 
Middle Easterners. She meets regularly with the Council to ensure that the Museum reflects the perspectives 
of these important community constituencies. 

In addition, Reid was the driving force behind The NEO Show, a new juried exhibition of works by 
artists living in 15 counties throughout Northeast Ohio. The works will be on view from July 10 through 
September 4, 2005. 

A native Clevelander and the daughter of Sherman Lee, longtime Museum director, Reid holds a 
master of fine arts degree from Harvard University. She was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to study at 
The Sorbonne and L’ Institut d’ Art et Archaeologie in Paris and also studied museum curatorship at the 
Toledo Museum of Art on a Ford Foundation grant. 

Reid served as president of the American Association of Museum Directors during 2000-2001 and 
recently completed her tenure as a member of the its Board of Trustees. She also has served twice on the 
board of the American Association of Museums and is a former member of its Accreditation Commission. 
She currently serves on the boards of the Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam, The National Conference for 
Community and Justice and the American Federation of the Arts. She is currently the chair of the Visiting 
Committee for the Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center at Vassar College. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art, located at 11150 East Blvd. in University Circle, is one of America’s 
leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, 
spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art 
acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888- 


CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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